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DREDGING SITES IN THE
LENA GOLD TRUST AREA, USSR

SUMMARY

This study of the Lena Gold Trust aresa revealed six active areas
and one inactive area of placer mining within a 200-nautical-mile
radius of the Trust headquarters, at Bodaybo, USSR. A total of 17

dredging sites

Approved

were identified within the active mining areas.
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INTRODUCTION

Thig report ig based on KEYHOLE photographic coverage of the Lena Gold
Trust Area, USSR. A search was conducted to locate placer mining areasg with-
in a 200-nautical-mile radius of the Lena Gold Trust headquarters located at
Bodaybo (57-45N 114-10E), The imagery covered approximately 90 percent of
the search aree; however, an assessment of all valleys and stream beds could
not be accomplished due to image obliguity.

The purpose of this project was to determine the number of gold dredg-
ing sites and the gize of each dredge operating at each gite. A recent report
stated that 22 dredges had been prepared Tor work within the Tena Gold 25X1
Trust Area, 1/ Good quality KEYHOLE phoTograp yl has 25X1
enabled observation of considerable activity and 1dentiiication ol L7 dredges
within the eix areag of active mining. The dredges ranged in length from 60
to 190 feet and in width from L0 to 90 feet,

A1l measurements have been made by NPIC Technical Intelligence Divieion
with the exception of thoge indicated by an esterisk (*), which were made by
the TAS analyst and chould be considered approximate., The NPIC/TID measure-
mentes are congidered to be accurate within + 10 feet for linear dimensiong.
The dimensions given in this report do not inciude the hoisting units or the
tailing flumes, The heights of the dredges could not be measured accurately
because of overlapping shadows, but an approximete measurement of 20-40 feet
in height above water level wag given.
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FIGURE 3. LENA GOLD TRUST, USSR, MINING AREA 1, 58-44N 115-36E
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JINING AREA L4, (FIGURE ©)

Thiu area is located on a small tributary of =
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MINING AREA 7, (FIGURES 10,11)

This ares is located approximately 180 mm south of Bodaybo,
USSR, at 5L-23N 113-35E, Five dredging sites (Figure 11) could be
clearly identified within the placer mining area. The dredge located
at Site 1 measures 130 by 60 by 35 feet¥* high, and the remaining four
dredges measure 60 by 40 by 20 feet¥ high. Some shaft mining is being
carried on just south of the river. The large amount of light-toned

tailings located in the immediate vicinity indicates that the area
is active.
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FIGURE 6. LENA GOLD TRUST, USSR,
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MINING AREA 4, 58-37N 117-18E
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FIGURE 7. LENA GOLD TRUST, USSR, MINING AREA 5, 5833N 115-21E
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FIGURE 10. LENA GOLD TRUST. USSR, MINING AREA 7, 5¢23N 113-35E
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